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THE BISHOPS OF THE LATIN METROPOLITANATE
OF LVIV IN MILITARY CONFLICTS ON THE EVE
OF THE FLORENTINE UNION

The article deals generally with one aspect of the history of the Middle
Ages of Central and Eastern Europe and the history of the lands of Rus' in
particular. In recent years, particular attention has been paid to the
participation of the Latin bishopric in the political life of the Crown of Poland
and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania by Polish researchers Krzysztof Prokop and
Tomasz Graff.

In principle, the population of the respective territory, where the
Metropolitanate of Lviv was located, was forced to resist the Tatar raids, to
participate in the Polish-Teutonic, Hussite and Svidrigaila’s wars, and to
accept the challenge of the threat of the Ottoman conquest. In these conflicts,
the Latin bishop of the lands of Rus’ was generally on the side of the King of
Poland Wtadystaw II Jagietto.

It was find out which prelates were involved in military conflicts and
forms of participation in its. First of all, it was the Metropolitan of Lviv Jan
Rzeszowski. His evangelistic, inquisitorial, fiscal and diplomatic services were
directed against the Teutonic Order, Hussites and "schismatics.”" The Metro-
politan Jan Rzeszowski officially announced the transfer of the Metropolitan
Cathedra from Halych to Lviv, which walls were supposed to protect against
Tatar raids.

Diplomatic service was also provided by Bishops of Chotm Jan Biskupiec,
Kamianets Zbigniew of Lapanéw, Kyiv Michat Trestka, Lutsk Andrzej from
Plorisk, and Bai Jan Ryza. Hussites were opposed by Bishop of Przemyshl Maciej
Janina, and the "mysterious” Bishop of Chotm, Andrzej de Laschis. The Bishop of
Lutsk Andrzej of Plorisk was episodically in the center of military and political
vicissitudes. Obviously, the Bishop of Kamianets Pavel of Bojariczyc acted most
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radically who taking a direct part in organizing the arrest of the Lithuanian
governor in Podillia.

Military confrontations testified that the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the
Metropolitan of Lviv and its subordinate bishops in the territory of the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania was rather formal. In reality, their jurisdiction extended to
Kamianets and Lutsk. In many cases, there was a confrontation in the territory
in which the division and religious affiliation of Catholics on the one hand and
"schismatics", pagans or heretics on the other was also sustained.

Keywords: the Latin Metropolitanate of Lviv, Teutonic Order, the Hussite
Wars, the Lithuanian Civil War (the Wars of S'vitrigaiIa), Tatar raids, the
Ottoman Threat.
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E€NUCKOIIA JIbBIBCbKOI MUTPOIIOJIIT
JIATUHCBKOI'O OBPSY Y BINCbKOBUX KOH®JIIKTAX
HAIEPEJOAHI ®JIOPEHTIMCbKOI YHII

Cmamms npucesiueHa 00HOMY 3 achekmis icmopii cepedHix eikie l]eH-
mpaavHo-CxidHoi €8ponu ma icmopii pycbkux 3emenb 30Kkpema. B ocmanmi
POKU OKpeMy yg8azy Ha y4acmb JAAMUHCLKO20 €NUCKONAmMy y NOAIMUYHOMY
scummi Koponu Iloabcbkoi ma Beaukozo kHsA3iecmea /Iumoscbko2o 36epHyau
noavcoki docaionuku Kwuwmog Ipokon ma Tomaw I'pagdp.

HacenenHs gidnogioHoi mepumopii, de 3Haxodusacw Jlbsiscbka mumpo-
nois, 6y/10 3MyuieHe npomucmosimu mamapcbkKum Habieam, 6pamu y4acmo
y eilinax 3 TeemoHcbkUM opdeHoM, eycumcbkux, Ceudpuraiiiosux gitiHax ma
npuliHamu 8ukAuK 3azpo3u OCMAHCbKO20 3a80108aHHS. JIAMUHCbKULL €nUcKo-
nam pycoKux 3eme/b y Yux KOH@PAIKMax 3a2anom 6ye Ha CMopoHi N0/16CbK020
Kopo.s Baaducaasa Il Araiiaa.

B damnomy docaidxcenni edasnoca 3’sacysamu aki came npesamu 6paau
yuacmy y gilicbkogux KoH@ikmax ma gopmu yuacmi y Hux. Ilepw 3a sce, ye
6ye sbsiecbkuil mumponoaum fn XKewoscwkuil Hozo esamzenizamopcoka,
iHKgi3uyiiiHa, gickaabHa ma UNJIOMAMUYHA CAYHCOU OY.AU CNPSAMOBAHI hpo-
mu TeemoHcbKko20 opdeHy, 2ycumie ma “"cxusmamukie”. Mumponoaum SH e-
woscbKull 0ghiyiliHo npo2o.10cu8 nepeHeceHHs Mumponoau4oi kamedpu 3 l'a-
Auva do JIbe08a, Mypu K020 MaAU 3axuwamu 8id mamapcbKux Habizie.

JAunaomamuuny caysxc6y 3dilicHroeansu makodxe enuckonu Xoama — AH Bic-
Kyney, Kam’snys - 36irHes 3a Jlananosa, Kuesa - Mixan Tpecmka, Jlyyvka -
AHOdxcell 3 IlnoHcwka, Bai - AH Pusa. Ilpomu 2ycumie disau enuckon [lepe-
muwaa Mayeti Auina ma 3azadkosuil enuckon Xoama AHOxcell de Laschis.
EnizoduuHo y yeHmpi 8ilicbkKogo-noAimu4HuUx nepunemiii ONUHUBCS ENUCKON
Jlyybka —AHOxcell 3 IlnoHcbka. Bouesudw, HalipadukaabHiwe dise enuckon
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Kam’sanys - Ilasen 3 bosiHuuy, sikuli 83518 6eanocepedHio yuacms 8 op2aHizayii
apewmy AUMoO8CbK020 HaAMicHUKaA Ha [Todini.

Bitlicbkogi npomucmosiHHs1 c8iduu/1u npo me, Wo YepkKosHa Hpucoukyis
JIb8i8CHbK020 N1AMUHCHbK020 MUmMponoauma ma nidaezaux UOMy €enuckonis-
cygpazarie Ha mepumopii Beaukozo kHs3iecmea Jlumoecbkozo 6yaa paduie
¢opmaavHot. PearsHo ix opucdukyia cazana ymosHo Kam'snys ma Jlyyvka.
B 6azamvox eunadkax Ha 8idnogidHili mepumopii 6ysna koHgpoHmayis npu
SKIU 6y8 sumpumaHuil makoxc nodia i 3a peni2iliHo0 03HAKOK HA KAMOAUKI8
3 00Hiel cmopoHu ma "cxusmamukis”, A3UMHUKIE YU eEpemukis 3 IHWOL.

Kamouoei caoea: JIbgiscbka Mumponois 1JamuHcbko2o 06psidy, TeemoH-
cbKull opdeH, I'ycumcwki giliu, ['pomadsiHcbKa giliHa y Beaukomy kHsziecmei
Jlumoscbkomy (Ceudpuraiinoei eiliHu), mamapcbKi Habieu, OcMaHCbKA 3a2po3a.

The principles of the bishops’ vassal dependence on secular lords were first
defined by the Concordat of London on August 1, 1107, at the White Tower. The
youngest son of William the Conqueror (1066-1087), the King of England Henry I
(1100-1135), surrendered the right to appoint bishops and abbots in favor of
Pope Paschal I (1099-1118). But vassal oath on a ground of allotment was to be
made by bishops and abbots to the King (Bettenson, 1967: 218). The Concordat of
Worms on September 23, 1122, was the second arrangement that reiterated
the principles of separation of powers between the Pope and the secular ruler
(Bettenson, 1967: 154). But even before that, bishops already participated in the
defense of Paris in 885 and the First Crusade (1097-1099). In the following
centuries, bishops participated in the landmark battles in particular at Los Navas
de Tolosa on July 16, 1212, and Grunwald-Tannenberg on July 15, 1410. Besides
that the archbishops of Mainz, Trier and Cologne elected Emperors of the Holy
Roman Empire (IFS, Privilegien 107: 26-28). In addition, the growth of the
dynastic possessions of the Jagiellonian dynasty was also conditioned by the
policy of the Bishop of Krakéw Zbigniew Olesnicki (1423-1455), who had been
saved life of the King Wiadystaw II Jagietto (1386-1434) at the battlefield of
Grunwald-Tannenberg being the royal clerk (B], Rkps 33: 254 (253)). Instead, the
examples of political, diplomatic and military activity of pastors of the Latin
Metropolitanate of Lviv have not been abstracted so far.

The main written sources on the subject are the decrees of the Councils of
Constance (1414-1418) and Basel (1431-1449) (Pietras, Baron, 2003), Medieval
letters on parchment and their later copies, many of which are in the archives of
Warsaw, Krakéw and Lviv (Kupchynskyi, Ruzhytskyi, 1972). Many of its had
already been published or digitized. The notifications about the activity of the
pastors of the Lviv Church and their subordinates are also found in the chronicle
of Jan Dtugosz (1415-1480) and the chronicle of the city of Lviv written by
Bartolomey Zimorovich (UAIAJ Ykpaiuuy, ¢. 52, om. 2, crip. 1157). The last transla-
tion of the chronicle in Ukrainian was made by Nataliya Tsariova (Zimorovych,
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2002). Leontii Voitovych's book on the formation of the Crimean Tatar people also
contains information about Mongol and Tatar raids on Rus' lands in the early 15t
century (Voitovych, 2009: 177-186). The latest generalizations regarding the
participation of the Crown of Poland in the Hussite Wars and in the fight against
the threat of Ottoman Turks conquest were made by John Jefferson (Jefferson,
2012). The book of the Moscow historian Sergei Poliekhov has also recently been
published (Poliekhov, 2015). This is a real challenge for representatives of
the Ukrainian historiography, including Olena Rusyna, Valerii Zema and Natalia
Yakovenko (Rusyna, 2003: 12-13; Zema, 2018: 78-79; Yakovenko, 2005: 144-
149). Recent studies on bishops of the Latin Metropolitanate of Lviv belong to
Krzysztof Prokop (Prokop, 2001; Prokop, 2007; Prokop, 2010). The most active
researcher in the history of the Metropolitanate of Lviv in recent years is Tomasz
Graff (Graff, 2008a; Graff, 2008b; Graff, 2010).

The history of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania is being rethought by new
generations of researchers. The author submits particularly results of researching
the features of participation of the bishopric of the Latin Metropolitanate of Lviv
in the confrontation between the Crown of Poland and the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania with the Teutonic and Livonian Orders, the Hussite Wars, Lithuanian
Civil War of 1432-1438 (the Wars of Svitrigaila) and a conquest of the Ottoman
Turks of the Balkans, which affected at least the lands of Moldova (Ivashko, 2019:
46-48). It was left aside events related to activities of the Metropolitan of Kyiv
and All Rus' Photius (1408-1431), whose sit was in Moscow, and the attempts of
the Grand Duke Vytautas the Great to create the autocephalous Church in the
Grand Duchy of Lithuania. However, in this generalizing English-language article
some materials of national and foreign archives are included more broadly.

Tatar raids

Legal introduction of structures of the Latin Church in South-Western Rus'
was the result of the dynastic crisis in the Kingdom of Rus'. The crisis was to some
extend caused by the weakening of the Kingdom by the constant Tatar attacks. In
this situation Latin clergy in the region was to become the mainstay of the
Hungarian King Louis the Great (1342-1382). Apostolic See, guided by the reali-
ties of the 13t century, disposed of to create the Latin Metropolitanate of Halych
at the request of the Hungarian side. But this city had been already lost it political
significance and the Hungarian Governor Oppelni Laszl6 (1372-1378) requested
the transfer of the Cathedra of the Latin Metropolitan from unprotected Halych to
the fortified Lviv, which at that time had real political and economic importance
(Theiner, 1860: 719). In fact, the pro-Hungarian Metropolitans Maciej of Eger
(1375-1380) and Bernard (1385-1390) immediately lived in Lviv, not in Halych.
The case of the official transfer of the Cathedra was completed on the request of
the King of Poland Wtadystaw II Jagietto to the (anti)Pope John XXIII (1410-1415)
(Theiner, 1861: 5-6, 13). The King was the husband of the Polish Queen (King)
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Jadwiga (1384-1399) who entered with the Polish troops into the land of Lviv in
1387 when she had been young girl yet. The first official Metropolitan of Lviv was
Jan Rzeszowski (1414-1436) who solemnly proclaimed the transfer the Cathedra
to Lviv in the Cathedral of Lviv on the eve of Christmas of 1414 (LLZIIAJI Ykpainy,
. 52, on. 2, crip. 1157, apk. 56). Shortly thereafter, the emir of the Golden Horde
Edigey (c.1345-1419) robbed Kyiv and the territories west of the Dnieper
(Krekoten’, Shevchuk, Ivanchenko, 2006: 111). The Polish troops could not fatally
overcome Tartars even at the end of the outlined period, after being crushed at
Red Field by them (MNK VIII-rkps-193: 29(15); UAIAJI Ykpainy, ¢. 52, om. 2, crp.
1157, apk. 59).

The Teutonic Order

Knights of the Teutonic Order were called to protect pilgrims into the Holy
Land at the beginning of their history. The nature of the Order had been changed
over time. Knights even broke celibacy, took care of feudal possessions, and even
played dice. The grandmaster Ulrich von Jungingen (c.1360-1410) did not even
like monks. They were further a danger as 'feudal lords' to Gentile Lithuanians
with infidels and to Poles having a support of German Emperors and Apostolic
See (Nicholson, 2004: 48). There is nothing left for the Poles, Lithuanians, and
Ruthenians to join their efforts against the common enemy. The basics of
unification were outlined by the Union of Krewo with dominance of the Catholic
Kingdom of Poland (Frost, 2018: 50). The King of Poland Wtadystaw II Jagietto
had started policy of patronage of the structures of the Latin Church in Rus' and
Lithuania as an alternative to the activities of the Teutonic Order. In the meantime
the flags of the Order obtained under Grunwald had been housed in the Lviv
Cathedral up to November 11t%, 1410 (Kozytskyi, 2014: 42). Further, the Latin
bishops of Rus' witnessed the conclusion of the Union of Horodto on October 2,
1413 (BKCz, Perg. 300.). Bishop of Chotm Jan Biskupiec (1417-1452), who was
previously the monk of the Dominican Order, received the foundation of the
Cathedral as a sign of victory of King Wtadystaw II Jagietlo in lawsuits with the
Teutonic Order (BKCz, 11 IV Rkps: 531-538). The Council of Constance (1414-
1418) even received the report from the Latin Metropolitan of Lviv Jan Rzeszo-
wski (1414-1436) in the same year, who baptized the Gentiles of Zemaitija
(Lewicki, 1891: 93-96). Also, the bishops of Kyiv and Kamianets namely Michat
Trestka (1410-1429) and Zbigniew from Lapanéw (1414-1423/1428) were
witnesses when settling the treaty between the King Wtadystaw Il Jagielto and the
Danish King Eric VII (1439) which was directed against the Livonian Order which
was the branch of the Teutonic Order (Barbashev, 2012: 112; Allmand, 1995: 679).

Ottoman Threat
The confrontation at a level "The Holy Roman Empire - the Crown of Poland"

was also reflected in the example of confronting toward the threat of Ottoman
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Turks conquest of Europe. The future German Emperor Sigismund Luxemburg
craved a revenge for the defeat at Nikopol on September 25, 1396. He created the
Knight Order of Dragon to fight infidels and "schismatics" (Whelan, 2014: 86).
King Sigismund had been not allowing in diplomatic way to take lands of Teutonic
Order to Poles. He tried to break the Polish-Lithuanian political union by
crowning the Grand Duke Vytautas the Great of Lithuania. The King Wtadystaw II
Jagietto received the proposal from the Patriarch of Constantinople to expel the
Ottoman Turks from the Byzantine possessions next year after the defeat at
Nikopol (Moncak, 1987: 152). The Polish King even helped Constantinople with
grain in 1415 (BJ], Rkps 33: 298r). In contrast to the pro-Hungarian bishop
Nicholas Venatoris (1413-1418), the pro-Polish bishop Tomasz Ebner (1413-
1420) was appointed in Moldova. Also, another Moldavian Bishop of Bai Johannes
Ryza (11438) had been instructed by the Pope Martin V (1417-1431) to find out
why the marriage between the pro-Polish ruler of Moldova Alexander the Good
(1400-1432) and the sister of the Drand Duke Vytautas the Great Ringala
(1367/1369-1423/1430) was broken (Rosseti, 1905: 307-310). This Moldavian
lord defended Kiliya from the Ottoman Turks. The conditional climax of the
confrontation took place at the Congress of Monarchs at Lutsk in January 1429.
The Latin bishop of Lutsk Andrzej of Plonsk (1425-1459) participated in it. King
Sigismund paid homage to the relics presented by this bishop at the beginning of
the Congress (B], Rkps 33: 361r). It was going to the coronation of the Grand Duke
Vytautas the Great of Lithuania but Poles intercepted the crown in September
1430 and the Lithuanian ruler died next month (Graff, 2008a: 79).

The Hussite Wars

Origins of Hussiteism can be traced back to the teaching of John Wycliffe
(c.1320s-1384) at the University of Oxford (Bettenson, 1967: 242-247). But to
some extent it violated the Catholic rite and dogmas and therefore was rejected by
the Fathers of the Council of Constance. As a result, the founder of Hussitism Jan
Hus (c.1369-1415) was burned as a heretic (Baron, Pietras, 2003: 134-135). But
this caused dissatisfaction with supporters of the idea of a national Church in the
Kingdom of Bohemia. Czechs refused to recognize the German and Hungarian
King Sigismund as their king and summoned the King Wtadystaw Il Jagiello and
the Grand Duke Vytautas the Great to the Czech throne. Pope Martin V (1417-
1431) was forced to declare several unsuccessful Crusades against Czech heretics.
The conditional peace with the Hussites was concluded in Prague in 1433.
Perheps, Bishop of Peremyshl Maciej Janina (1392-1419) was the first in the
Latin Metropolitanate of Lviv who banned the activity of lollards under the
diocesan statutes in June 1415 (Abraham, 1920: 53). Further, the Metropolitan of
Lviv Jan Rzeszowski received inquisitorial authority in 1423 in the context of
confrontation with Hussites (AGAD, MK, Nr. 4, Ser. 1, Sygn. 23: 567-569). The
Metropolitan of Lviv also was involved in the gathering of tithes on the anti-
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Hussite Crusade which was to be started in spring of 1425 (Theiner, 1861: 30-
31). But the amount of the mandatory collection of 20,000 florins even in two
years was unbearable for the Metropolitanate of Lviv. In his second assignment
to the little know bishop of Chotm Andrzej de Laschis, the Pope reduced the
amount by half (Theiner, 1861: 40). However, reports on the specific gathering
and participation of natives from the Metropolitanate of Lviv in anti-Hussite
campaigns on the side of Apostolic See and the Holy Roman Empire were not
found. In contrast, the Bishop of Chotm Jan Biskupiec was willing to negotiate in
the context of confrontation with the Teutonic Order with Hussites, who had
adherents at least among Franciscan monks, Ruthenians and Moldovians (B], Rkps
33: 339r; Graff, 2008b: 45-46).

The Lithuanian Civil War (The Wars of Svitrigaila)

The King of Poland Wtadystaw II Jagieto had been hoped to obtain power
over the Grand Duchy of Lithuania after the death of the Grand Duke Vytautas the
Great. However, the Orthodox Lithuanian-Ruthenian nobility led by the Grand
Duke Svitrigaila of Lithuania decided to separate from the Crown of Poland.
Nobility of Polotsk, Vitebsk, Smolensk, Kyiv and Lutsk supported this action
against which the military campaigns of the Polish nobility began. The Grand
Duke Svitrigaila’s allies were also the Livonian Order and the Golden Horde. After
Volynians were allowed to practice the Orthodox faith, the election of the pro-
Polish Grand Lithuanian Duke Sigismund Kestutaitis (1432-1440), the extension
of the Union of Horodto rights to Ruthenians, and burning at the stake Metro-
politan of Kyiv and All Rus' Gerasim (1433-1435) the movement of Svitrigaila
(b.1370-1452) had begun to lose force and support (BKCz, 15 IV Rkps: 211-213,
435-436). After the victorious battle for Poles at Wilkomierz (Ukmergé) on
September 1, 1435, the Grand Duke Svitrigaila still had been had political support
for three years yet, but eventually gave way (B], Rkps 33: 32v-33r). Regarding to
bishoprics, probably the first to show loyalty to the Crown of Poland was the
bishop of Kamianets, Pawet of Bojanczyc. He was the head of the conspiracy
against the Lithuanian Governor Jonas Daugirdas (tc.1443), as a result of which
Polish troops entered Kamianets, Skala and Chervonograd (B], Rkps 33: 381r-
381v). Also, the Pope Eugene IV (1431-1447) identified him as the mediator in
reconciliation of the parties (Danitowicz, 1862: 159). As a result, together with
the bishops of Lviv, Chotm, Luck, the bishop Paul of Bojaniczyc witnessed the
conclusion of the Peace of Brze$¢ Kujawski on December 31, 1435 (MNK, VIII-
rkps-193: 8v-10r; Dogiel, 1764: 133; Graff, 2010: 65). The bishop of Lutsk
Andrzej also tried to show his devotion to the King Wtadystaw II Jagietto, but on
the way he was robbed by the Polish military. But the King compensated him the
damages in the tent of the government official of the Crown of Poland Jan
Olesnicki (c.1400-1460) near Lutsk (BJ, Rkps 33: 390r-390v).
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It was determined that bishops of the Latin Metropolitanate of Lviv were
involved in conflicts with Tatars, the Teutonic Order, Hussites, Ruthenians and
Ottoman Turks. It was found that the activities of the bishops were an alternative
to the activities of the Teutonic Order in the region. These prelates of the Latin
Church were involved in confrontation with the Order primarily through the
missionary and diplomatic services. The bishops testified during the signing of
the most important treaties of the Crown of Poland. During the conflicts with
Hussites, the Inquisition Service and the Fiscal Crusade funding were added to the
duties of the bishops. The local Latin bishop Pawet of Bojaniczyc was the direct
organizer of the change of government in Kamianets. The participation of the
prelates in the fight against the threat of the Ottoman conquest was not vividly
expressive.
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